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Josh is at the very top of his game. He and his twin brother,
Jordan, are the two stars of their basketball team, and they’re
getting better every day. Josh has nothing holding him back,
except for his mom insisting that he pay as much attention in
school as he does on the court. But when a new girl moves to
their school, Jordan starts paying more attention to her than
to his own twin brother. Suddenly, Josh feels very alone. Also,
he hears his parents arguing about his dad’s health, but he’s
practically invincible, or so it seems to Josh. Where Josh used to
only have to think about basketball, he now worries about losing
his relationship with his brother and the possibility that his dad
may not be as strong as he pretends to be. Josh wanders how he
can stay at the top of his game when he suddenly has so much to
balance.
The Crossover is an excellent book for a variety of readers, but
it is especially accessible for readers who may struggle to find
books that can keep their attention or are about topics that they
can relate to. The Crossover would be be excellent for fans of
Mike Lupica, but it is compelling enough to also be well-suited to
readers who don’t know anything about sports. Though the entire
story is told in verse, the poetry is clear and engaging and does
not require analysis. In fact, the style actually makes the narrative
more readable and fast-paced, rather than making the story
excessively lyrical. Jordan and Josh are at a confusing age, and
this book explores some of the important transitions that happen
as kids grow into adolescence, including peer competition and
the ever-changing nature of family relationships. As Jordan
experiences his first romantic relationship, the reader follows
along Josh’s internal journey through his jealousy and loneliness.
Though Josh blunders, he learns from his mistakes and ultimately
becomes a better brother, son, and teammate in the process.
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